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Connecticut Housing Coalition’s Annual Conference

Thursday, October 27, 2005

8:45 am - 5:00 pm
Connecticut Convention Center » Hartford, Connecticut

It'stime again for the Connecticut Housing Coalition'sAnnual Conference. Each year we keep growing and
because we servicethe entire state of Connecticut, we'reonthemoveagain, thistimeto Hartford! Thisconference
will feature 29 workshops, morethan we've ever donebefore. Andwe've also expanded the public housing track
to provide across-section of workshopsthat will not only appeal to residents, but public housing staff aswell.

Thelargest housing conferencein the state of Connecticut, thisisdefinitely one conferenceyou don't want to miss!
Our 2004 conference drew acrowd of nearly 700 attendees. And of those attending, nearly 150 were public
housing residentsand staff. Join usin Hartford on October 27th and help usto top those numbers!

HUD Budget for 2006 Poses Chall enge
for Public Housing

The U.S. House of Representatives and Senate has been setting the federal budget for 2006. The President
proposed his budget earlier this year. The House and Senate must take the President’s budget proposals into
consideration, passtheir own budget and send it to the President for hissignature. All this should be done by October
1, 2005.

Thebudget that passeswill includethe funding for all federal public housing programsthrough the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). It lookslikeit may be atough year for public housing. Here are some
of thehighlights:

Capital Funds — The money used for improvementsin public housing: The President’s budget proposed a $252
million decrease in public housing capital fundsin its 2006 budget request. Thismoney isused for the rehabilitation
and modernization needs of the nation’s aging public housing stock. This cut comes on the heels of a$600 million
decrease in funding for public housing capital needs since 2000. It is estimated that there is a current $20 billion
backlog in public housing capital needs. The House A ppropriations Committee voted to restore the cuts and increase
the program by $13 million. The Senate Appropriations Committee then voted on aHUD budget that preservesthe
President’s proposed cut of $252 million.

....continued on page 3
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®PIH Notice 2001-3 can be viewed online
http://www. hud. gov/offices/pih/

Pml \I at :
publications/notices/01/pi h2001- 3. pdf
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Need Help Finding Funds to Attend Our Workshops/Training?

Areyou a public housing resident and want to attend our conference so that you can learn more and
empower your self through our variousworkshops? Need money to pay for thisconference but can't
affordit? Then ask your housing authority to sponsor residentsfor thistraining!

HUD regulationsstateunder 24 CFR 964.140that it supportsresidentsattending conferenceslikethe
Connecticut Housing Coalition'sAnnual Conference. 24 CFR 964 states:

" (a) Resident training opportunities. HUD encourages a partnership between the residents, the HA and
HUD, aswell aswith the public and nonprofit sectorsto providetraining opportunitiesfor public housing
residents. The categories in which training could occur include, but are not limited to: (1) Community
organization and leader ship training; (2) Organizational development training for Resident Management
Corporations and duly elected Resident Councils; (3) Public housing policies, programs, rights and
responsibilities training; and (4) Business entrepreneurial training, planning and job skills. (b) Local
training resources. HUD encouragestheuseof local training resourcesto ensuretheongoing accessibility
and availability of personsto providetraining and technical assistance. Possible training resources may
include: (1) Resident organizations; (2) Housing authorities; (3) Local community colleges, vocational
schools; and (4) HUD and other Federal agencies and other local public, private and nonprofit
organizations."

PIH 2001-3instructsPHAsto usefundsreceived for resident participation activitiesfor trainingssuch
asthisone. If your housingauthority won't pay for thistraining, then giveusor HUD acall today!

Conference Contacts Wio Ve Are & Wiat W& Do

If you areapublichousing resident or staff member The
attending our 2005 Conferenceand ar efrom thefol- Net wor k

Public Housing Resident
provi des a variety of

lowing towns, please contact the per son listed below ﬁijgf;;‘”fﬁ o residents of public
at your agency toregister for the conference: informs residents of new and

irrportant_ state an_d federal policy
NEW HAVEN: Edith Rawls, 203-498-8800 ext. 1102 nfor ”ﬁgdp‘;g”a”fdor' s b Source of
STAMFORD: Max Thaxton, 203-977-1400 ext. 3327 Founded in the fall of 1996, the

Network is an informal organization

NEW BRITAIN: Dion Greer, 860-225-5838

E. HTED: NilsaMarquez-Deleon, 860-290-8306 open to participation from any
— . ’ public housing resident whet her
MERIDEN: Dave Sunshine, 203-235-0157, ext. 238 elected leadership or interested
NORWALK: CarlaConway, 203-838-8471 ext. 176 resident. We welcome requests for

BRIDGEPORT: EmmaJefferson, 203-337-8935
HARTFORD: MonifaHoleman, 860-723-8557

Residents/Saff from all other housing authorities
should contact COURTNEY ANDERSON, PHRN
COORDINATOR, tall freeat: 1-888-415-2564.

services from residents and public
housi ng authorities. The services
we provide are free of charge to the
residents and we encourage you to
attend our Network nmeetings.

This newsletter is muiled to those
who are on our mailing 1list.
Contact us to be added to our
mailing list. Al we ask in return
is your participation and interest!



¢ For nore information on our conference,
pl ease email us at: PHRN@t-housing.org
or call wus toll free at: 1-888-415-2564.

HUD Budget for 2006 Poses Chal |l enge
for Public Housing

continued from front cover...

Operating Funds—The money used for the day-to-day running of public housing: The President’s budget proposed
cutting the public housing operating fund by $25 millionin 2006. Thismoney isused for operating overhead —such as
utilities, maintenance and housing authority employee salaries. The proposed cut would leave enough money to only
cover 89% of housing authorities' actual operating costs. |nadequate operating fundswill erode the quality of public
housing aswell asresident services. The HouseA ppropriations Committee voted to increase thisfunding $193 million
over the President’s request. The Senate version of the HUD budget increases funding for operating funds by $150
million over the President’srequest, but still $43 million lessthan the House's version.

ROSS— Funding for resident servicesand programs: Both the President and the House A ppropriations Committee
propose cutting funding for Resident Opportunities & Self-Sufficiency (ROSS) to $24 million, a decrease of more
than 50%. This cut will severely curtail local programs that promote resident training, empowerment, supportive
servicesand other skillsaimed at promoting the successful transition out of public housing. The Senate version of the
HUD budget proposes cutting the ROSS program funding by only $7.5 million.

HOPE VI — Funding for the redevelopment of “distressed” public housing: The President again proposed to
eliminate the HOPE VI program in the 2006 budget. HOPE V1 was created to revitalize distressed public housing
and hasremained a controversial program. It wasfunded at $575 million in 2000 and was decreased to $143 million
by 2005. Considering the huge backlog in capital needsfor public housing, the complete loss of this program would
create yet another holein public housing funding. The House voted on June 29, to restore $60 millionin funding for the
program. The Senate then voted to fund the program at $150 million — an actual increase over the 2005 funding.

The next step is for the House and Senate to negotiate a compromise with each other. Once the House and
Senate work out their differences, they will send afinal budget to the President. (More details and a budget chart can
befound at http://www.nlihc.org).

Connecticut has an aging housing stock and faces increasing demands for apartments affordable to families and
individual swith low and moderateincomelevelsAny decreasein the HUD budget will put more public housing at-risk
and potentially increase homel essness.

Proposed State and Local Housing Flexibility Act Raises Controversy

The State and Local Housing Flexibility Act of 2005 has been proposed by the President’s Administration and
HUD and introduced inthe House (HR 1999) and Senate (S711). If passed, thelegislation would completely change
the operation of public housing. In addition to all the changes proposed to the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher
program, thislegislation would give housing authorities broad flexibility to change rent structures, loosen or remove
tenant protections and severely weaken resident participation requirements.

The legislation would alow “high performing” housing authorities, those operating at least 500 units, or those
administering at least 500 vouchers to participate in the Moving to Work program. Moving to Work status would
enable HUD to grant waivers exempting these housing authorities from federal regulations. This local flexibility,
combined with decreasing federal financial support for public housing, would likely result in public housing serving
fewer low-income peopl e or theimposition of higher rentsand restrictive tenancy requirements. Local public housing
policy could also be decided without the input of residents in a regulated planning process or through an organized
resident advisory board.

Acrossthe country, residents and aff ordabl e housing advocates oppose the passage of the State and L ocal Housing
Flexibility Act of 2005.

Speak Out to Your House or Senate Representatives
Now isthetimeto weighin with your two federal Senators (Chris Dodd and Joe Lieberman), aswell asyour member
of Congress (John Larson, Rob Simmons, Rosa Del.auro, Chris Shays or Nancy Johnson - depending on which
district youlivein). Please contact them and let them know why protecting and investing in public housing isimportant
toyou. Contact Lynne Ide at the Connecticut Housing Coalition at 860-563-2943 (in the Hartford area) or toll free at
1-888-415-2564 (outside of Hartford) if you have any questions or need help speaking up for public housing.




¢ Don't miss out on an opportunity for
Resi dent Training! Last year, Nearly 150

residents attended our conference.

Special Housing Authority Resident/Staff Registration Form

Attendee Name and Phone Number:

Address;

City: State: Zip:

Name of Housing Authority or Resident Group:

We are offering a special discounted rate to Housing Authorities sponsoring 10 or more
residents and staff members. Please submit one form per person!
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FEE (PER PERSON):

$80 (1to 9 people) $70 (10to 19 people) $60 (20 or mor e people).

FOOD SELECTION:

Chicken Piccatta Pork Rib Chop Mushroom Ravioli

M akecheckspayableto: " Connecticut Housing Coalition" and fax thisform tousat: (860) 529-5176
and mail payment to: Connecticut Housing Coalition, 30 Jordan L ane, Wether sfield, CT 06109

Other workshops for the day include:
Section 8- Fighting for Survivd; What'sNew at DECD; Neighborhood Revitdization Case Studies, Ending the
Referral Cycle- Whoto Call for Help; Eminent Domain - Controversy and Clarity; Prisoner Re-Entry; What's
New at CHFA; Eviction - Mythsand Redlities; Housing Newsfrom Capitol Hill; and many moreworkshops!

Agenda:
» 8:15 am Registration and Coffee « 9:00 am Wel come and Speaker ¢ 10:50 am Session 1 Workshops

* 12:30 pm Luncheon ¢ 2:20 pm Session 2 Workshops* 4 pm Reception and Networking ¢ 5 pm Adjournment

Directions:

TheConnecticut Convention Center islocated at 100 ColumbusBoulevardin Hartford. Parkingisfree
inthe Convention Center Garage. *Traveling1-91 North: Takethe Capital AreaExit (#29A) onleft; merge
onto Whitehead Highway; take Columbus Blvd. exit, makeright onto ColumbusBlvd.; Convention Center Garage
will beonyour right. «Traveling1-91 South: Takethe Capital AreaExit (#29A) onright; merge onto Whitehead
Highway; take ColumbusBIvd. exit, makeright onto ColumbusBlvd.; Convention Center Garagewill beon your
right. e Traveling -84 East: Follow 1-84 East to [-91 South; follow 1-91 South directionsabove. e Traveling | -84
West: Follow -84 West and takethe Downtown Hartford Exit (left laneexit); thiswill takeyou onto the Founders
Bridge; at theend of the bridge, turnleft onto ColumbusBoulevard. ; Convention Center Garagewill beonyour | eft.
*Traveling Route 2: Approaching Hartford, Route 2 will take you onto the Founders Bridge; at the end of the
bridge, turnleft onto Columbus Boulevard; Convention Center Garagewill beon your | eft.



¢ Does your housing authority have a cityw de
resi dent council? I'f not, consider working
with residents to start one. Call PHRN |if

you need help.

Morning Workshops for Public Housing Residents & Staff:

Make No Decisions About Us Without Us - Part |

Are you a public housing resident and want to know what your rights are? Do you want to know
how to be at the table when the decision-making is taking place in your housing authority?
Then this double-session workshop is for you. Come and learn how to access the resources you
need and voice what you want to say.

The State of State Public Housing

What does the future hold for the preservation and revitalization of state-financed public
housing? Come hear what the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority (CHFA) has to say
about the inventory of state housing and more.

Programs for Self-Sufficiency

There are a lot of programs that assist public housing and Section 8 residents on becoming
more independent and self-sufficient. Hear about national programs that are out there and
how you or your housing authority can take advantage of them.

Being an Effective Resident Commissioner

Every housing authority board has a resident commission, but most only have one. Being
outnumbered, what do you do? This is a roundtable discussion with housing authority resident
commissioners on how to make the most of your seat on the board.

Afternoon Workshops for Public Housing Residents & Staff:

Make No Decisions About Us Without Us - Part 11

Are you a public housing resident and want to know what your rights are? Do you want to know
how to be at the table when the decision-making is taking place in your housing authority?
Then this double-session workshop is for you. Come and learn how to access the resources you
need and voice what you want to say.

What's "HUD" Got To Do With It?

So you've picked up a flyer under your public housing door and its a notice of a new policy that
"HUD" has mandated. Ever wonder, "Well who is 'HUD' anyway?" Don't understand how HUD
decides new policies that impact you? Do you want to know how you can have a say so BEFORE
the change is made? This workshop will help you understanding HUD's role in regulating
public housing and how residents can talk to HUD.

Resident Service Coordinators - Making the Connection
Resident Service Coordinators often have the most difficult job at housing authorities. You
work for the authority but you care about the residents and want to advocate for their needs.
This workshop is a roundtable discussion of the demanding role of resident service staff and
ways to better connect to residents.
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Connecticut Housing Coalition
Publ i ¢ Housi ng Resident Network

30 Jordan Lane
Wet hersfield, CT. 06109

phone: 860.563. 2943
fax: 860.529.5176
emai | : PHRN@t - housi ng. org
website: Htt p://www. phrn.org

*PLEASE CHECK OUT THE INSIDE OF THIS EDITION FOR IMPORTANT
INFORMATION ON OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE, OCTOBER 27, 2005!!



