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PHRN Resi dent Leaders Fight to
Save Section 8 in Washi ngton, DC

PHRN public housing resident leadersMaritzaPelletier and Yul Weatley joined hundred of othersin Washington,
DCto expressoutrage at HUD'sdecision not to provide public housing authorities (PHAS) enough funding in
2004, which could causefamiliestoimmediately losetheir Section 8 vouchers. Theresidentswerepart of alarger
group of 500 who were in Washington, DC attending the National Low Income Housing Coalition'sAnnual

ConferenceApril 26-27.
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Maritza Pelletier of Hartford and Yul Watley of New Haven rally at HUD Headquarters in Washington, DC on April 26.

During the conference, acontingent of public housing residentsfrom acrossthe country - and Puerto Rico -
along with other advocatestook part inapeaceful raly infront of HUD headquartersonApril 26. Therally was
inresponseto arecent HUD notice to PHAswhich could cause theimmediate | oss of Section 8 vouchers.

InFiscal Year 2004, Congressiond appropriationsfor HUD included an extra$l billiontofully fund al existing
Section 8 vouchers inthe United States. However, anew HUD ruling released on April 22 retroactively cuts
voucher funding, which supportsmany familiesacrosstheUS. TheHUD releasenotified voucher administrators

...continued on page 3



¢ Find out more about federal HUD issues
at the National Low [|ncome Housing Coalition
website: http://www. nlihc.org
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Bush Adm ni stration Proposes

"Freedom to House" Initiative for 2005

TheBushAdminigtration's 2005 budget submitted to Congressincludesanew program for public housing authorities
(PHAS) called "Freedom to House." The program is meant to succeed and revamp HUD's Moving-to-Work
program enactedin 1996 and till isongoing in many housing authorities, including the New Haven Housing Authority.

Similar to the M oving-to-Work program, the Freedom to House program would waive certain public housing
regulationsin an effort to easefederal restriction on PHAS. Those agenciesparticipating inthe Freedomto House
initiative would be allowed to combinetheir use of capital and operating funds, thelocal housing authority could
determineitsownrent Sructures, freethemse vesof federa reporting requirementsand shift to asset-based management
practices.

Thisproposal would apply to up to 50 PHAs. Another 50 PHA s denied acceptanceto be aFreedom to House
agency would bethe control group. At the conclusion of the experiment, thetwo groupswould be compared to one
another.

Another change proposed by the Bush Administration for Fiscal Year 2005 isto the Section 8 Housing Choice
Voucher Program. HUD wantsto changeto program into aFlexible VVoucher Program, which will block grant
voucher fundsto PHASs. (Thisdiffersfrom last year'sproposal to block grant thefundsto states.)

Under this proposal, PHAswould be granted widelatitudein how they would want to usethe voucher dollars.
Currently, vouchersaretargeted to low-income househol ds (75% must go to househol ds at 30% of theareamedian
incomeor less). Under the FlexibleVoucher Program, incometargeting for all voucherswould increaseto 80% of
theareamedianincome. Additionally, PHAswould be allowed to devel op their own rent systems, which could
potentialy exempt the PHAsfrom complyingwith the" Brooke Rul€" that limitstenants portion of therent to 30% of
thetenants income.

Help America Vote Act (HAVA)
Fast Facts

*VVoting machines must give voters the
opportunity to fix any mistakes they might
have made on their ballot.

*Each polling place must have at least one
voting machine for the disabled and must
post a voter's bill of rights.

*Any eligible voter who shows up at the
polls must be allowed to vote, even if hisor
her name does not show up on the voter
registration rolls. Each " provisional" vote
will then be counted if it is confirmed that
the voter should legitimately have been on

the list of registered voters.

Wio W Are & What W Do

The Public
Net wor k

Housi ng Resident
provi des a variety of

assi stance to residents of public
housing in Connecticut. The Network
informs residents of new and
inportant state and federal policy
information and is a source of
mut ual support for residents.
Founded in the fall of 1996, the

Network is an informal organization
open to participation from any
public housing resident whet her
el ected | eadership or interested
resident. We welcone requests for
services from residents and public
housi ng authorities. The services
we provide are free of charge to the
residents and we encourage you to
attend our Network nmeetings.

This newsletter is muiled to those
who are on our mailing 1list.
Contact us to be added to our
mailing list. Al we ask in return
is your participation and interest!



® Are you an official member of PHRN? I f
not, you may go to our website at http://
www. PHRN. org and join online for free!

Resi dents Speak Qut on Recent
Section 8 Scare

continued from page 1...

that it will fund Section 8 vouchersonly at Aug. 1, 2003 levels, adjusted for inflation. HUD approved, but isrefusing

to release, inflation adjustment funds.

Thisunexpected changeinthe middle of afiscal year has caught many housing authorities off guard, without
sufficient timeand resourcesto plan for implementation of thenew regulations. Inaddition, HUD iswill not pay many
PHASstheir overduereserves, leaving themwithout sufficient fundsto cover theemerging shortfals. ThesePHASswill
beforced to make drastic cutsto familiesreceving housing assistance.

Theimpact of these changeswill have seriousimpactson familiesand children. Rent levelsfor voucher holders
may increase. Maximum rents covered by vouchers may decrease. Vouchers may bedirected to higher-income
households. PHAsmay not reissue voucherswhen tenantsleave. PHAsmay withdraw vouchersfrom familieswho

havethem but have not yet found awilling landlord.

These changes arein addition to the Bush administration's FY 05 budget proposal that cuts 250,000 existing
vouchersnationwide. In Connecticut, it isestimated that morethan 4,000 low-incomefamilies could losefederd

Recipe of the Month

Banana-Srawberry Smoothies

Ingredients
2 ripesmall bananas
«1 cup frozen unsweetened whol e strawberries
»1 8-ounce carton vanillalow-fat yogurt
*3/4 cup milk

Directions
1. Pedl bananas. Cut bananasinto chunks. Place banana
chunks, frozen strawberries, yogurt, andmilk intoa
blender container.

2. Cover blender and blend on high speed about 1
minuteor until mixtureissmooth. Turn off blender. Pour
drink into 2 glasses. If desired, servewith piecesof
toast spread with peanut butter. Makes 2 servings.

Nutritional I nfor mation
Nutritional factsper serving
caories: 259, total fat: 5g, saturated fat: 3g, cholesterol:
13mg, sodium: 113mg, carbohydrate: 49g, fiber: 3g,
protein: 9g

vouchers under proposed funding cuts, whichisa
projected lossto the state of $31.4 millionin 2005.
"Thisis a complete outrage!" proclaimed Yul
Watley, president of New Haven'sWestville Manor
public housing development. "I'm not evenaSection
8 resident but the thought of thousands of children
and babiesonthe streetsjust hurtsmeand movesme
toaction,"” saidYul. "Hereareall of theseresidents
out therewho havethese Section 8 certificatesthinking
their housingissecureand tomorrow it may begone.”

MaritzaPel|etier, vice presdent of Hartford'sDutch
Point also expressed disappointment. "My
development isbeing torn down duetoaHOPE VI
grant. WhilelI'mwaitingfor it to berebuilt, | haveto
takeaSection 8 voucher," said Maritza. "I'mworried
now about what happensif there are not Section 8
vouchers. Wherewill the peoplein my development
go?'

Maritzaand Yul met with most of the congressond
delegation from Connecticut, including Senators
Joseph Lieberman and Christopher Dodd personaly.
Both senators expressed outrage over the current
Section 8 crisisand pledged to help.

If you are interested in working on the current
voucher crisis, please contact Lynne Ide at 860-
563-2943 or lynne@ct-housing.org.
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Connecticut Housing Coalition
Publ i ¢ Housi ng Resident Network

30 Jordan Lane
Wet hersfield, CT. 06109

phone: 860.563. 2943
fax: 860.529.5176
emai | : PHRN@t - housi ng. org

website: Http://ww. phrn.org







